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"Turning the envelope over, his hand trembling, Harry saw a purple wax seal bearing a coat of

arms; a lion, an eagle, a badger and a snake surrounding a large letter 'H'." Harry Potter has never

even heard of Hogwarts when the letters start dropping on the doormat at number four, Privet Drive.

Addressed in green ink on yellowish parchment with a purple seal, they are swiftly confiscated by

his grisly aunt and uncle. Then, on Harry's eleventh birthday, a great beetle-eyed giant of a man

called Rubeus Hagrid bursts in with some astonishing news: Harry Potter is a wizard, and he has a

place at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. An incredible adventure is about to begin!
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With this introductory novel was published in 1997, few would have predicted the unprecedented

success this series would produce. And everything that made Harry Potter so successful is all first

shown, though hardly fully explained, in this book, HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSPHER'S

STONE.The novel opens with Harry living under the cupboard with his abusive aunt and uncle. He

has had a mean, depressed life, and though an active boy, the sheer amount of trauma he must

have endured would scar any child. But the door opens out of this lifestyle. I've read an interesting

theory (obviously not true), that a much different writer than Rowling would have ended Book 7 with

Harry having imagined all this fantasy world, where he was so prominent and famous, to help

escape the neglect and abuse from the Dursleys.He gets a letter (actually, hundreds) saying he is in

fact a wizard. So he is enrolled the Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. Him, along with his

new friend the giant Hagrid, go to Diagon Alley, a magical bazaar, and thus he is thrust into the

magical universe so captured the imagination of millions. We soon learn Harry is world famous



among wizards for conquering an evil Wizard named Vo - um - He Who Must Not Be Named. Sorry

`bout that slip. =). Along the way, we learn that Voldemort is after a magical artifiact called the

Philosopher's Stone (which was, unfortunately, changed from the UK original title to "Sorcerer's

Stone" in all other regions). So much of the novel is driven by the three main characters defending

this stone from Voldemort.
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